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Stove Clayton i seen through one of the aguariums n his home, His company, Claplon Aguarume, installs 1anks in businesses.

By Dowg Margascn

Fo.o mrme tat Paibom fedmr

ELLEVUE — Seewe Clayton wasds Lo pul
some lile inda your workplece,

That life i3 an squariem, & big glass box
Tl of & Lot of line fishes, fishes with

colbor, shape and personaliiy.

“Humsans arca's meast 10 live in sterile environ-
mends. I1°s conlesry b0 ous natuse,™ Cluyton said.
"h:::jul:mg an aguEarim in yowr workpiace makes it

i, mmnre manmal place W wark ™

Clayton has boon putiing tha phskisophy e
clcd far mnors than 35 years with Clayton Aguari.
ums Inc. The Bellevee-hased eampasy is, as far as
Clayton knows, the largest agesrium service compa-
ny i ihe country, wilh mone than TOD clients in
thousand sqpare-mile sres bordared by Oilympia,
Mourt Vemon, Bremerion and lsssquah. The com-
pany also has castomens in Ovegon, Califoreis, Alss-
1. Ltah and Asizons,

And all came 1 Clayton. The company does =ol
mike cold sales.

Why such woccess?

Reesuse, as Clayion already said, our species is
nod meant to work L windowlesd, hililes boxcs,

ol thal many companies haven't tried 10 that aver
e years. You kniw: it staring oun the window
sad gt back o work. Ultsmately, thal approsch will
coane up sl because iz the satare of humans o
occasiozally ook o tae wisdow, Clayioa sadd.

undl if humana don"t have & windew, we'll do some-
thing ekse, although we probally won'i be happy

wiih ir.

NOTICE HOW the comversation ke taken on

the tnaes of a wildlife biologist describeng somss ril-

ser's BhavioeT Mol sarprising. Clayion and his stalf’
spend the day survounded by crimers; wak afoer thnk
of abrwater and freshacater fsh. All of ihose fish
have things om their minds thal bave very little to do
with profit margins and flow chams. And they sow
in.

'lf'ﬂh 1 fex o bt 3 alffection :.lvrlhun, said
Feter Kooch, openiions mansper for the cnm|
“Some will say fish arca't capahlc of M#r:;r
but I"'m moi 50 vare. They cemasnly have pereonali-

ImHl.b_l‘H‘;lm

il inted e a J0d- n dcal kank that
held fish w’:ln: i be umﬁmmﬂ Clay-
ton's commescial squanmums. Most of the flsh wese
swimming around in varioas ways. One was hiding
in a shell. Every now and thes, he'd stick his nose
o and |ook asound, bul be apparently didn't |l
whal ke saw und would scont Back in.

“ust arvived from overseas, still geiting his beas-
g, Faorch iaid, “In a few days, be'll be used i
thaings and swimming srond everyone ehe”

werynne ekss i the 30 or 5o species of saltwater
fish the company has swimming aroend s office a1
1\!“ time. Amnather doren or so freshwater vari-
len grace it anke. Salraaters ane mare popa-
lar, Bawewer, mu oy are bigger and olfer the

moil Sl
Tm;dmslﬂllrelmmmmmﬂh

ohssnray v dres o

easier i0 heal am adqpeariuos ihan io cood i1, whach you
[ o o i you wanl a Narth Pacific aquariume,
Korch sadd.

THE FISH in Clayion"s squariums kave i made
They are chosem for their ability 1o adapi 1o capiiv-
ty. In addiion, thear envincaments are canfully oo
trolled. Waler chemsistry is crizical

The water in a commercial tank unsally is tap
waler with special salls added. The salis — moadly
sodium chloride with misss maces of dozens af
alhir compounds — come from chemical companics
aad mre very closs e LN percenl puse, Moung them
#o the correct lovel in the waler actmlly is fairly
exxy, panticulsdly when you ane wocking with

particahly wihe o g, wilh lasge

Diler of kezeping tropdcal fish are a bii
mare complicaned, The ranks s e Alered sad
cleanad, which involves sysseans of pumps, flters
and asvalons. Making those systenn efficient,
dependuble, chesp and qules |s the fish guy’s holy
prail, 8 quest Bhat's never guite over, Clayton said.

Fieh need lood, T | fish need s very pe-
cial food, including suedl like coml polyps, sposges
e virioms Forms of soft coral. Without their gpe-
claltized foods, they 1l diz, They'll also die if the
waber chemisiry and ure isn's right.

But they penerally doa”) diz, usually living shoun
five years, sometimes as loag as 10, Korch sasd. [n
sl cases, thal’s considerably longer than they

See Fish on B2

Fish: Businesses find aquariums are popular

Continued from Bl

would live in the wild, where bigger
fish are on the constant prowl for a
meal, he said.

The only major danger they face
is a power outage, and that danger
isn'l very major at all, Clayton's
hiolagists said. Fish tanks retain
their heat for about four hours.
ften, an aquarium can be without
puower for an entire weekend and the
majority ef the fish will survive.
However, if it looks like an cutage
will be a long one, Clayion's crews
have batlery-operated heaters and
pumps they can install. Or, as they
had to de when a fire knocked out
power to downtown Seattle for
about a week a few years ago, they
simply remove the fish until power
can be restored.

The fish come from all over the
warld, although most these days are
gathered in the South Pacific,
Korch said. There, they offer
obscure, third world places valuable
income.

Because of that, the methods for
gathering them have become guite

sophisticated over the years, and quite
humane. The local fishermen don't
want to destroy the resource, which
was a concern in the old days when a
puy would catch a hundred fish and
throw them in a bucket with the
expectation that two or three would
survive, Korch said. Now, brokers
have large and sophisticated slorage
and transportation systems which
keep the vast majority of fish alive,
e said.

The fish's value varies. Claylon
rarely uses fish worth more than $150
each because there is no need. Cheap
fish are just as beautiful as more
expensive fish, whose value is usual-
Iy on their rarity, not their beau-
ty, Korch said.

CLAYTON'S AQUARIUMS
can tum up in some surprising places.
Bob Guertin, manager of the Belle-
vue branch of Seafirst, ordered one of
Clayton's tanks a few years ago in an
attempt to make the bank more com-
fortable. Some interior decorating
touches — desk lamps, a new color
scheme, etc. — helped, too, but the
agquarivm was the key, Guertin said.

“Mow we wouldn't want to be
without it,” Guertin said. “People
bring their kids 1o look at it and the
staff loves it. Some of our folks even
come in on their day off 1o make sure
the fish are fed. [t's like having a pet
at home; it gives people a sense of
shared responsibility and. And that's
great for stafl morale,”

The folks at Hugh G. Goldsmith
and Associales, a Bellevue engineer-
ing firm have similar feelings.

“It"s fun to watch, but it"s not
distracting,” said Mancy Goldsmith,
personnel manager for the firm. “It
%ets people talking. We think it's

elped increase our productivity.”

And it's fun, Goldsmith said. All
of which makes Steve Clayton a very
happy guy.

“Long ago, [ set out with a goal:
To create aquariums for people, to
share the fun ["ve had with aquariums
over the years. Aquariums set a
mood.”

What kind of mood,

“Hard to define,” Clayton said.
“Look at it this way: Picture an aquar-
ium. Than picture a blank wall in its
place. Which do vou prefer?”



